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ef. 1. Am a poorHuſbaid-. _ ,"! 
man , 'and "many 4 
[296 times - heretofore © 
inthe days of my ſtrength 
| Pave-upon | occaſions ,* help 
{undry of my Neighbours; &: My 


*7 C » 


mA. 


bo 
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day-work 5 and now, that my | 


n aregrown up, in no 
better condition then.that of 
aRenter on a Farm, which I 
manage by their labour and 


my own; Yet bred up, Lbleſs 
my God, not only to read, but 3 
to write alſo, and over and *? 
above to ſome ſmattering in | 


as having been ance 


Lanning, 
defignad to be a poor Scholar | 
inthe Univerſity. For my ho- | 


neſt Father, ſeeing many ways 
and many times the great in- 


conveniencies in - himſelf of 


being illiterate, took great 
care fo prevent themyn us tus 
Children; and being I could 
read . a little more- diſtintly 
aud. xeedily then any of vg 

3 


Brothers andSiſters, took 
delight- in hearing mc 0d? 


* og " 
* 4 4 
* 


, 
uE 


> (9 = & ROW O OD DODSCcMim A AT”-AcaDd - ©» , 


K,. 4 y 4 


| of Weitipe Plante, 3 © 

' } and I obſerving him pleasd 3 
with it, had the grace mare 
and more to pleaſe him 1n this 
way, and in plealing him, very: 
much to benefit my ſelf, as 
| (ince I have found : for in his 
hearing' at leiſure times , the 
Winter-night times eſj als 
I readover not only the ſingle 
and 'double Pſalter ; but the 
| whole Bible alſo mare then 
once 3 and thereby got into - 
my head, even when I thought 4 
of no-ſach matter, the whole + 
Hiſtory-''in. a manner of that ©: 
| Sacrtd;Book, to my great de- 
light, .-as well as profit ever. 


> 0; 2 | ' 
Sed. 2g.The means, which, 
being chhird Brouher , a 
left me by my:' Father Wi hig 
Death, together - with 
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4 add Pans'way 
which by Gods bleſſing upon * 
my honeſt Labours, I have hi- 
therto enjoyed, was and is ve- 
ry ſmall. But ſuch as it was 
andis, I have been always re- | 
folved, by Gods Grace, to: | 


C 
I 
{ 
t 
make it ſerve, and to live un- 7 1 
r 
E 


- 
by 
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der ittoo3 which thingT have * r 
ever done, I thank my God ' 
molt"heartily. And' ſo have * - 
ſpent fy days in great peace | t 
and quietneſs. For when now 7 r 
I write this, I have almoſt fi- © ſl 
niſhed- the ſixty fifth year of } h 
my life. - And, becauſe I ſeem | R 
tomy ſelf to have gained, eſ- 
pecially in my later time, ſome | 
Experiments as to right 
ing and godly —_ 
' * ſuch, as may perhaps be uſe- 
> ful tomy Childrenand Neigh- 
bours,' when I am' gone; I * 
= have 
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| have thought good, after: Que 
advice. here toſet them:down: 


and in the firſt place, to mind 
my ſelf as well as them ; How 
I cameto a reſolation and ſet- 


{ tlement of my mind, in the 


ſeveral differences, which 
now paſs, in matters of 
Faith. 
- SeF. 2. For -in theſe- laſt 


| thirty: years. of 'my Age, - by 
: reaſon of the troubles and'di- 


: 


ſtractions among(t us , have 


} had many doubts about my* - 


f 


Religionz and, Fool that'F 
was ! thought, by hearing and- 
ſeeing what every party could 
ſay for themſelves: to! have 


| ſeen where had: been; molt! 


truth,” and there tohave:fixed= 
But clean contrary to my* ex-- 


| peQation, -by this means: I be-' 


B 3 came 


came more unſetled then ever. 
And no :marvel ; For how 


ſhould I, being but one, andno. } 


way enabled by Educationto | 
| ſearch to the bottom of ſuch | 


differences ? How, I day, | 
ſhould ſuch a ſimple man as I, : 


be ablet9 judgeand determine 
of them ? Sometimes TI thought 
of applying my ſelf. to Mini- 
ſters and Church-men : But 
they, I ſaw, were divided a- 
mong themſelves, as much, ay 
more then any. And, it fo 
| Happening that in the Pariſh, 
where I was.a Renter about 
, four and twenty years ago, 
there were two at one andthe 
ſametime; the one an old man, 


WA oo 


ejected as a Malignant 3 'and | 


another youngerly Gentleman 
of the Preſbyterian way, who 
| was 
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| was ſetled in his placeby . 


of ozthip o Peach 


Committees; I ſaw cleerly, that 


- to go to either of theſe, was 


not to reſolve my doubts, but 


! toencreaſethem; or elſe, by a 


blind fabmiſſion of my under- 
ſtanding, to put an unreaſona- 
ble end/ to them. Inſtead 
therefore of this way,/T began 
to confer with my Neigh- 
bours, and thoſe of the ſame _ 
condition with my ſelf. + But 
I ſoon ſaw my Errour,fornone 
of us well underſtanding the 
things that we talkt of, we 
wearied our ſelves to 'no pur» 
poſe, and in the end fell on 
quarrelling one with another; 
very unbecomingly and ve- 
ry dangerouſly. And'l re- 
member very well, how that 
toward the end of the War, 
B 4 -* od 
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I happening to talk with the 


Miller | of our Town, who 


call'd himſelf an Independent; 
about the Congregational 


Way, as he termd 1t; and 4} ; 
ſeeming to the By-ſtanders, to | 


bemore in the Right then he 3 
without any more ado, this my 


good Neighbour ſtrikes me |} 


over the Face, ſaying, The 
Lord rebuke thee and thy Carnal 


reaſoning 3 and ſoleft me. Be» * 


wg, as I (aid, thus diſappointed 
my hopes of benaling my 
ſelf 'by Conference with my 
Neighbours, I fel! next, as far 
asmy little ſtock would reach, 
to buy the Books that came 
out 5 and, where that fail'd, 
to borrow them. But here 
was more confounded then 
ever 3 finding new differences 


ſtarted, 
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{ ſtarted”, that I never dream't 


of, and obſerving my ſelf ſtill 
inclined to be of his Opinion; 


that] readlaſt, Which made 
itplain to me, thatI ſhould ne- 


{ ver have done my. doubting, 


| till I had done with my read- 
| ing. Being in this perplexity; 
{ Fingreat diſcontent Jaid afide 


alt my Books, except my Bibles 


: and fell diligently, as I could 


et time from my work in the 
eek-days, hs eſpecially ow 
the Lords-day, to thereading 
of thatz. Ever, whenTmetpla- 


| ces of remarkable concern- 


| 
EA 


| 


| ment to me in my condition: 
writing them down by.them-* 


felves in a paper, that after-: 


wards Imight the better con= ' 


{ider of them. But though F 


| refolyed: to. confine- my - (elf - 


B5 wholly: 
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wholly to the Bible , yet ha- | 
ving heard of a Book called | 
The whole Duty of Man, and | 
That That Book was defi igned | 
for the uſe of private Families, | 
I reſolved to look intoit, and |} 
was reſolved after .peruſal to | 
keep it, becauſe that it did all | 
along, without engaging me to | 
any anty only call upon me | 
to the univerſally acknow- 7 
ledg'd Duty of Piety and Ver- ' 
tue; and as I hear, That That | 
Book . is ſo: very full, that the | 
moſt Learned doadmire i it, fo | 
" Tdo find this benefit, that the ' 
meaneſt may underſtandit. | 

8edG. 4. The places, which ' 
at firſt I took eſpecial notice | 
of, and which encourag'd me 
toa more diligent enquiry, 


were "theſe; Joh. 5. V. 39- 
Fo Search 


of Wzbips Padetiees * 2» 
Search the Scriptures, for 1” * 
them ye think ye have Eternal 
Life, and they are they which 
teſtifie of me. 2 Tim. 3. V. I5, 
16, 17. From a Child thou 
haſi kuown the holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wiſe 
unto Salvation, through Faith, 
which is in Chriſs Jeſus. Alt 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
of God, and is profitable for 
Do@rine, for reproof, far cor- 
reFion, for inſiruftion in Righ» 
teouſneſs 3 that the man f God 
may be perfeF, thoroughly fire 
iſhed unto all good Works. {ok 
7-V. 16,17. Jeſus anſwered 
and ſaid, my DodFrine is u0t 
mine , but his that ſent me If . 
any man will do hrs wilt, he. ſhath 
know of the DoFFrine, "whether 
it be of God. And James I. 5+ © 
If * 
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If any 'man lack Wiſdom, let hims 
45k of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally , and upbraideth not, 
and it ſhall be given him. A- 
gain, Mat. 18. v. 2, 3,4. Jeſus 
called a little Child unto hin, 
and fef him in the midſt 0 

them, and ſaid, Perily I ſay 
urto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, 
ye ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Whoſpever 
therefore ſhall humble himſelf, 
es this little Child, the ſame is 
greateſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Having choſen out theſe 
aforeſaid Scriptures, I ſeemed 
to my ſelf to be ina certain 
and dire way to ſatisfation3 

the word of truth telling me, 
that, if I ſearcht the Scriptures, 


1n them I might have Eternat} 


Life 


of Wozthip x Practice, 13 
Life; be wiſe unto Salvation, 
de perfect and throughly fur- 
iſht to all good works; ef(- 
pecially, if by a holy Conver- 
ſation I did the will of God, 
for then I ſhould know of the 
Dottriaez and alſo did pray 
to God for wiſdom, for it 1s 
faid, that it ſhould be given 
me 3 and alſo did bring the 
humbletemper of a Child, for 
it is ſaid, that of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of God; and he that 
ſo humbles himſelf, ſhall be 
greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. | | 

SeF.5. Accordingly ſetting 
my ſelf to walk as cloſely, as 
Icould, to God in Duty, and 
humbling my ſelf before him, 
utting aſide; as much as poſli- 


ly T could, all prepoſſeflian'of + +. » 
| Opini=;-; 2 


14 The Plain Pans wap 
Opinions or Parties, and ma 
king my earneſt Prayer, That 
he, who revealed to Babe 
thoſe myſteries, which were 
hid from the wiſe and prudent 
(and who was pleas'd to make 
the firſt diſcoveries of his com 
ing into. the World to poo 
vaphcrcs , and afterward: 
made Fiſhermen his Apoſtles 
to ſhew me alſo his light anc 
his truth, and dirett my go: 
ingsin the way. 

SeF. 6. I proceeded there 
fare very diligently in reading 
of the Scriptures, ſtill obſer: 
ving my former courſe of no- 
ting down in paper ſuch places, 
as ſeem'd likely to contribute 


to the ſettlement of my mind] 


Among which, none-made. 
deeper impreſſion on me, then 
| "thoſe 


1a 


of Wozblp & Peguice. x5 © 
thoſe which exprelſs't the tem- 
perof the Goſpel, and diſpen- 
ſation of the Doctrine of 1t3 
as Epheſ. 6. 19. where it 1s | 
called, The Goſpel of Peace. 
Mat. 22. 37, 38, 39. Thox 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy 
Saul, and with all thy ſtrength; 
this is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment; And the ſecond is 
like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Nerghbour as thy ſelf. On theſe 
two Commandments, bane all 
the Lam and the Prophets. Rom. 
13.8. He that loveth another, 
hath fullfilled the L aw.For this, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, 


| Thow ſhalt not ſteal , Thou ſhalt 


not kill, Thou fbakt not bear 
falſe witneſs, Thou fhalt not c6+ 
vet 5 and if there be any other 
Com- 
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Commandment, it-if briefly} ef. 


comprehended in this , namely, 
Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. Love worketh no 
Evil to his Neighbour; therefore 
. Love is the fullfilling of the 
Law. 
veth his Brother, abiaeth in the 
IL 3 obt, and there is none occaſion 
of Aumbling in him. Joh. 14. 
27. PeaceT leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you Not &s 
the World giveth, give I unto 
you. | Joh. 13. 34.  A' new 
Commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one 14nother , as I 
have loved you; that ye alſolove 
one another, By this fhall all 


men know, that ye are ”y Diſs 


vipher, 6 ge Je __ love one t0 440% 


14. Follom 
- with * men and holt> 


meſs, 


I Joh. 2. 10. He that lo- 


Hai 
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eſs, without which, no man 


/s Wall fee the Lord. Rom. 6. 


ar{17- TI befeech you, brethren, 
nolmark them which canſe diviſs- 
re [ons and offences contrary to the 


be 


doFrine which ye have learned, 
a Jand avoid them. For they that 
fare ſuch, ſerve not our Lord ex 
s (ns Chrift, but their own belly; 


and by good words and fair 

leeekes deceive the hearts of the 
[7p ACt. 2.1. The multi- 
tude uf believers are deſcribed. 
to be with one accord in-onie- 
place, v. 46.” They continued 
daily with one 'accord. in the 
Temple Joh. 18.20. 7T ſpake 
openly to the World , IT ever 
taneht in the Synagogue and in 
[he Temple, whither "the Jews. ab: 


[ways reſort, and in ſcetet have. 


T ſaid nothing. Mat. "2a 246. 


There 


— 
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There ſhall ' ariſe falſe Chriſts, 


and falſe Prophets, and ſfhallþi 


ſhew great ſigns and wonders, 
Oc, Wherefore , if they ſhall 
ſay.nnto you, Behold he is in 
the deſert, go not forth : Behold 

ws in the ſecret Chambers, 
—beliewe it not. Jude v. 18. 19. 
There ſhall be mockers in the 
- times, who ſhall walk, after 
their own ungodly Inſts; theſe 
be they, who ſeparate them- 
ſelves, ſenſual, having not the 
Spirit. Heb. 10. 23. Let us 
bold Je the profeſſuen of our 
Faith without wavering, "Oc. 
net forſaking the aſſembling of 
our ſelves together, as the man- 
mer of ſome is. Joh. 10. 4. 
When the Shepherd -putteth 
forth his own Sheep , :he-ge- 
eth before them , and the 
Sheep 


Str 
p 
int « 
the 
3. 
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zr, Sheep follow him, for they know 
all is voice;and 4 firanger will they 
rs, fot follow, but will fly from him, 
allffor they know not the voice of 
in{S8trangers. Mat. 7.15. Beware of 
{dffalſe Prophets, which come to you 
's, fin Sheeps-clothine, but inwardly 
9. {they are raveninge Wolves. 2 T 1m. 
hel3- 1. Tn the laſt days perillous 
ertimes ſhall come. For men ſhall 
ſe] be lovers of themſekues, &c. has 
u-| wing 4 form of Godlineſs, but de- 
hel nying the power thereaf; from 
us} ſuch turn away. For of this ſort 
url are they,which creep into Houſes, 
c.| and lead Captive ſilly women ta- 
of ken with $ins, led away with di- 
v-ſ vers Luſts. 1 Joh.2.19.They went 
4.j out from us, but they were not of 
th] us, For if they had been of ns,they 
o-j world no donbt have continued 
bel withus : Fut they went out, thet 


they 


| 
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they neight be made manifeſt.that fwh 
they were not all of us.' Heb.13. cha 
I7. Obey them that have the rule 
over you , and ' ſubmit \youn : 
ſelves, for they watch for your | 
Souls. Heb. 5.4. No man ta- 
keth this hononr to himſelf; but Þþ 
he that is called of God, as 
»as Aaron. Rom. Io. 11. Hor 
ſhall. they believe in him , of 
whons they have not heard? and 
how ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher ? and how ſhall they 
preach except they be ſent? 
r Cor. 12. 28. God hath ſet 
fome in the Church , firſt Apo» 
ftles, ſecondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers, &c. are all 
Apoſtles © are all Prophets # are: 

Teachers ? 46 Lu 

SeF. 7. Theſe Scriptures: 
being thes placed together 5; 
which, 


| | vr mvrpip oPinirſce” ar 
at fwhich, whether it happen'd by © 
3. chance, or by ſome:more dif> 
rlefcerning cauſe, I ſhall not en- 
#n ſquire 3 But ſureTam,-upon the 
ſerious reading them over up- 
"n a Sabbath-day inthe Even- 
ing, I ſeem'd to ſee much light 
given 1n to me towards. the 
cleering of thoſe doubts, 
whichfor a long time had per- 
plext and troubledime 3 which 
when I perceived, I read them 
over many and many times, 
ſtill obſerving ſomenew mat- 
ter of profit , -which I diſco- 
yer'd not before; and there- 
fore I carried my paper about 
me, ever and anon, as I could 
} — from my work, 
: at home and in the field; 
# Slooking over it, and medita- 
* I tingupon it. 

42 Sed, 
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Se&F. 8.. From thoſe Scrip 
tures, which expreſs the Got: 
pel temper to be Peace, anc 
Love, and Unity 3 I ſoon col 
lected, that the way to advancqha 
Chriſtian truth, was not likelyJR« 
to be by diſputing and quarrel4ſe! 
ing, much leſs by fighting] Le 
and killing : Nay loving onef th 
another, being given for 1o in-[ 13 
fallible:amark, that our Savi 
our ſays, All men ſhall know 
bis Diſciples by it 3 fromy m: 
thence I took up a ſtedfaſtte-f on 
ſolution, to. ſecuremy-own In-| ſe! 
tereſt at: leaſt in this reſpatt, 
to trouble no:body with my 
own Opinions , nor 'difquiet 
them for theirs, unleſs haply, 
they firſt ſhould attemptupan 
me. . For then I never-fantoy i 
ſay what I can for ds 

a 
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and for the walking of me and 
olYothers according to them 3 
ndJ This particularly 3 That he, 
ol who hath the Laws of his ſide, 
c4hath always ſomething of true 
IyReligion to alledge for him- 
el4ſelf: for inſtance, Rom. 13. 
ngl Let every Soul be ſubje? wnto 
nel the higher Powers, Ec. and Heb, 
n-113. I7. Obey them that have 
1 the rule over you, Cc. | 

wi - 8eF. 9g. From the advice, to 
mf mark them who cauſe diviſi- 
e-j ons, andto avoid them 3 I did 
n-J ſet-my ſelf to conſider, how it 
+, | came about, That, whereas 
y heretofore there way. great 
:tf Unity among Neighbours, and 
£ 
% 
O 
I, 
d 


conſent in matters of Reli- 

| gion, | Gow on the: contrary, 
there was ſo much ſtrife and 

| didention both in publick and 
dJ 12:5) private. 


. ” 
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private. It was manifeſt e« 


nough , that the ſpeaking 


againſt the former ſettlement, 


and endeayouring to make al- 
terations in the Church and 


State, were the occafion of 


theſe diviſions : And there- 
fore that they, who were 
ative herein, did cauſe them 


beyond all doubt , 'and were. 


the perſons, 'who avcording to 
the Apoſtles direction wereto 
be avoided : that'is, The Pre- 
cifians and Puritans, as they 
were heretofore called, and 
now SeCtariesand Fanatiques, 
But on the contrary, obſerve- 
ing theſe to bea ſort of Godly: 
men, and whowere painful in 
the Miniſtry, and zealous' for 
Reformation 3 I was a Jong 


time ſtagger'd , how gr 
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ſuch precious men ſhould fall 
under the remaining deſcrip- 


4 tion of the Apoſtle, that they 


ſerv'd not the | Lord © Jeſus 
Chriſt, but their own belly. 
Andin this difficulty I remain- 
ed, till my bargain proving too 
hard, I was forc'd to look out 
for another 3 and happen'd to 
takea Farm in a Pariſh, where 


| the Benefice was not. ſcanda- 


lous, and where the Miniſter 
could not be fo; I mean, the 
Meatis - being no more then 
what - the Lay-Parſon would 
allow, The Miniſter, who was 
then there, was ſuffered toread 
the Common-Prayer every 
Sunday; and was not trotbled/ 
and ejeed'for ſo doing.  For* 
by Gods wonderful good Pro- 
vidence, thus there 1t fell our. 

WE! C In 
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In the beginning of the year 
42- The Curate of the \ qd 
decealing, the Impropriatour, 
being a 'wealthy', and withal 
a very honeſt man, and\qne 
that with his Family feared 
God with all his heart, wag re- 
ſalv'd by Gods Graceto have 
aman of Parts,as well as Piety, 
to. be Bu OEg and: to that 
urpoſe, having a very good 
| A the Packh, belades the 


Parſonage, declared his reſo-;| 


lation to. allow towards wor- 
thy ſerving of the Cure, -be- 
ſides the Parſonage-houſe and: 
Gardens , and Orchards, fall 
fourty pounds per annuny. 
without any deduction or. pay- 
ments .at all. God directed 
himto a man, who. every wa! 
hath anſwered and (ſtill dott 
anlwer 


f4 : < —" - '! , q 3 
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anſwer his godly defires; Ohe, 
who having all along found, 
_ Frefpentfl m_ a 
and reſpetttul to him , { 
ſince the Kings Return, _ d 
- _ —_ yr ce 
hought fittelt to ex-: 
= 7 aſl. and to continue: 
his Station. Which the wor- 
thy: Biſhop did, it ſeems, take 
ſowell, MA fince, he hath-gi-\ 
ven him a dignity to his Cu»! 
racy3 and all now here :is-juſt 
ſo, as: moſt deſired to-have it. 
So ſoon: therefore as hiaher I. 
came, the whole Neighbour- 
hood, Þ perceiyed, were mnch 
more quiet and truly honeſt; 
A ſm that. was from which T' 
dj] came; And, though there was 
no- great talk of godlineſs, 
h there was m_ love and peace, 
2 
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and 


and the power of it, then 
where our young Reformer 
preachtup his new lights and 
the Scepter of Chriſt. After 
this, looking more narrowly, 
I obſerv'd that, where there 
was agood living, the old Mi- 
niſter generally was put out 
as a Malignant 3 but where 
there was but a poor Curacy 
as with us, though a very con- 
Kderable Pariſh for largeneſs 
No body was concern'd at all 


to preach up Reformation | 


there 3 As alſo, that theſe Re- 
formers , and as. they call'd 
them, Godly Maniſters, 
though they talkt againſt 
Drunken Cavaliers, would 
yet make no ſcruple to come 
from the LeCture on Market- 
days, as red as Rooſt-Cocks; 
and, 
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and, to my ſeemirtg, not far 
from being diſpuis'd in Drink. 
WhereuponT began to ſuſpect, 
that all was not gold that gli- 
ſter'd 3 and, upon. enquiry, 
found, that moſt of them, who 
had put others out of their 
places for being ſcandalous Mi- 
niſters, were themſelves {ſo 
one way or other; and from 
being poor Curates, or broken 
Tradeſmen, got themſelves in- 


| to the beſt Livings of the 


Country, never minding thoſe 
which were of little value, nor 
the ſaving of the Souls of 
them, who.liv'd in ſuch places 3 
Nay , inſtead of doing the 
work of Miniſters of : the: Gof® 
pel of Peace, blowing'the 
Trumpet of War, encourapte- 
ing to Rebellion againſt the 
C 3 Lords 
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Lords Anointed, and Curling 
AMeroz with bitter Curſes, for 
not helping in that quarrel. 
In like mamner. thoſe, who in 
the Neighbourhoods werethe 
Leaders and Teachers to them, 
who were Anabaptiſts, and of 
the Congregational way, with 
the reſt, I foundthem all ina 
manner to be Men, who had 
either left their Callings , or 
their Callings had left them, 
and were many of themcharg- 
ed.to have been very ill Li- 
yers, nay to beſo ſtill, and had 
molt of them been Rebels 
againſt the King. So that I 
thought, I had now great rea- 
ſdn'tomake uſe of the Apoſtles 
Caution, 'and to avoid:'them 
all; Even the very beſt of 
them 3 for eventheſe for cer- 

tain 
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tain were guilty of living 
contrary tothe knownLaws of 
the Land, and of uſmgand en- 
joying many things, as their 
own, which yet by thoſe Laws 
were not theirs, and ſo of li- 
ving and allowing themſelves 
in a known fin. So that, 
though otherwiſe they were 
and are very able and highly 
gifted Men; Yet who may de- 
ny, bat, that, as dead Flies do 
corrupt the moſtpretious Oint- 
ment: So theſe, as to ſome 
they may ſeem, but little fol- 
lies, did blemiſh them amongſt 
us, who were, and yetare ſome 
ot them, in reputation for 


wiſdom ? Fecleſe 104 1 ' Thou 


only 0 God, art Holy ! Thaw only 
«rt Juft! But noone is theres 
not only of thy ſeemingly 
C4 beſt, 


beſt; but even of thy very 


ſain Bans way 


beſt Servants in holyScripture, 
who has been without ſome- 
what noted, wherein he. was 
enpable ;- even for this cauſe 


doubtleſs, leſt we ſhould | 


eltcem of any man, above 
that which behoveth. 
SeF. 10. From thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which noted the firſt be- 
Hevers gathered together in 
one place; ovr Saviours and 
his Apoſtles reſorting to the 
Temple, as allo the Lregions 
not to look' for Chriſt in the 
deſert or (ecret Chambers, nor 
to believe or follow thoſe, who 
pretended there toſhew him 3 
. Obſerving alſo the Charatter 
- given of thoſe, who ſeparate 
themſelves and would ſedyce 
others 5 That they ſhould: be 
| Mock 
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Mockers, ſuch as derided all | 
beſides themſelves , that they 
2- | ſhould come in the. laſt times 
is | (that is, theſe ſince. Chriſt, 
e | which we nowlive in, as well 
d | asthoſefince Chriſ#, that were 
e | before us) ard ſhould walk af- 
ter their own ungodly Infls, be- 
= | ing ſenſual, having not the Spi- 
rie, that 1s, though they pre- 
tended much to the. Spirit, 
were indeed diſcover'd.to be 
ſenſual 5 Here I. ſeemed to my 
felf; as by a woice' from Heaven, 
#0 be warn d againſ! Conventi- 
cles and ſeparate meetin 
"Eſpecially, when I Bmw). 
to read over the direQions, 
which followed. in my Paper, 
To. hold" faſt the profeſſron of 
Faith without waverine, »otF 
forſaking the | idiltx of our: 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, as the manner of ſame 
1:3 andallo the Parable of the 
Shepherd and his Sheep, which 
I found of conſtant uſe with 
our” Saviour. For hereupon.l 
could not but think, that they 
were Wolves ſure in Sheeps 
Clothing , and »ot Shepherds, 
who,inſtead of guiding, would 
deſtroy the Sheep; and whoſe 
bufinels1t was, to drive them 
as far'as they could out of the 
Fold, nay to pull down the 
Penn 1t felf. But, when came 
te: the deſcription, which $: 
Pay gives of the laſt days, and 
the 'perillous times, which 
ſhould then fall out 3 when rex 
ſhould -be lovers >of themſebues; 
tovetous ," boaſters ; proud, al 
thelike, yet, notwithitanding 
allthis, have a. forme of godlt». 
1 | -2* neſs, 


'e 
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There ſeemed. to me nothi 


from us , becauſe they 'mere'wot 


- they were not all of us. 


neſs, creep into Houſes, and lead 
Captive ſilly women, laden with 
ſins, led 4way with divers Inſfts; 


N 


moreleft to the deſcription of 
theſe Teachers of our times, 
unleſs he ſhould have called ; 
them by their ſeveral names 3 
And therefore inſtead of wons 
dring at the 'nurmbers, . which 
fell off to them, I ſatisfied 

ſelf 1n the Acconnt ,. which $; 
John gives; That they went owt 


of us; and theiw ve 

” did make 1t ls Rio | 
' 8eF.11. Laſtly, from thoſe 
Scriptures, which command-t6 
obey thoſe, that. are over us, aud * 
have ſpoken: to us. the word of © 
God; and to ſubmit our ſelues } 


to 2 
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to theme, fince their authority is 
not from 'man but God; and 
that »o 2.47 taketh this honour 
to himſelf, but he who is called 
of God, as was Aaron; and that 
it was equally impoſſible to 
believe without a Preacher, 
and to preach without being 
\fent; and that God geve Apo- 
Ples inthe firſt or higheſt place; 
in the ſecond, Prophets; inthe 
third, Teachers; And that all 
are not to be Apoſtles, nor Pro- 
pbets, nor Teachers; In theſe 
_ things, I plainly faw the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a Miniſtry, and an 
Obligation to obey them. I 
ſaw alſo the Neceflity of a 
lawful Calling , and that none 
might preſume to go , till he 


k. were ſent; and farther, I'faw. - 
+ that there was Order inthe 


Mint- 


i 
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Miniſtry 3 ſome were to be be- 
fore and above others; ſome 
were to ſend, and others to be 
ſent. | 
SeF.12. And of all this I 
was the more perfetly con- 
vinc'd , when I confider'd the 
miſerable ſtate, - the Nation 
was brought-into,. by diſobe- 
dience and neglte& in the 
former particulars ; For, as our 
not valuing our Lords com- 
mand of keeping Peace , and 
Love, and Unity toeach other, 
certainly brought on a dread- 
fal War (wherein, asall other 
conditions of men were .in- 
volv'd, the poor Huſband-man 
was the greateſt ſuffererz He 
being expos'd asaprey to evye- 
ry Raſcal got on Horſe-back, 
and in one night to ſee de- 
voured 


As. 
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voured all that was provided 
for the ſuſtenance of his Fa- 
mily and Cattel , for a whole 
year : beſides, the intolerable 
inſolence, to which he was ſub- 
jected, not tobe ſuffer'd to be 
Maſter. nor ſcarce to be in his 
own Houle): So our not re- 
garding the remaining duties, 
of marking - and avoiding 
theſe, that caus'd our drvift- 
ons, nor of keeping to thepub- 
lick a(lemblies, nor of obeying 
them, whoare'over us3 was 
the manifeſt - ground of thoſe | 
diſtractions -m the Church, 
which _ heretofore rent it in 
pieces, and we at this day do 
groan under. For, whoever 
remembers any thing of 'the 
former times, cannot beigno+ 
rant, that men firſt diſlik.t ſome 
part 
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part of the puplick worſhip, then 
ſeparated themſelves from it 3 
| andthen, to juſtifie their ſepa- 
ration, diflik't more; and at 
the laſt, /eft nothing in a man- 
ner of Chriſtianity to thene- 
ſelves , beſides the name and 
profeſſion of it. For inſtance, 
[ remember about the begin- . 
ning of the Lone Parliament, 
A great cry was'\made "_— 
Superſtition in the Church and 
Service of it and firſt, #he 
Litany was | ſpoket againſt; 
after that, the Cateobifan; then, 
the Communion Service; then; 
Set forms of Prayer in general; 
then, The Creed; and laſtly, 
The Lords Prager it ſelf. \ Tn 
the mean time thoſe men,. who 
upon theſe pretenſes deſerted 
the Church firſt declared 

| themſelves 
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themſelves to be Presbyter;- 
ani; then went forward to be 
Independents; after that grew 
Anabaptiſsr3 then Puakers, 'or 
Ramters, or Atheiſts, or laſtly 
(for . thither all theſe ſeveral 
motions tend) proſeſt Papiſts. 
By this means the Plain Conne 
#ry-man had no guidance to Sal> 
vation, noCatechiſm. to infirud# 
him in his duty to God and his 
Neighbour , ne Prayers, n0 $4> - 
craments to comfort and ſupport 
his Soul, but 'was bid to pray 
ex tempore 3 (which he ob- 
ſerv'd, the Preach:r- himſelf 
conld not do , without talking 
blaſpbemonſly, or at beſt imper- 
tinently: ) and to lay hold-an 
Chriſt , To make ſure of Chriftz 
Have an In-being with Chriſt, 
To be Godded in God, aud 
| Chrifted 
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. Chriſted in Chrift ; and'a deal 


of ſuch Canting Language, 
which profited nothing to- 
wards the great duties of the 
Goſpel, Faith, Repentance, and 
Newneſ; of life. 

SeF. 13. Moreover, Ifaw 
in ſome houſes and had cer- 
tain Information of many 


' more, That, when plain illite- 


rate people, Rulers of their 
reſpective Families, whether 
Men or Widows, attempted 
this way of Fx tempore Prayer 5 


'They finding they could not: 


do it to the fatisfattion either 
of their Hearers or Themſelvs, 
Being many times at a perfect 
ſtand, not able to fay any thing3 
Sometimes forced to vain Re» 
petitions, and many - times 
ſpeaking non-ſence and Blaf- 
L phemy 3 
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phemy 3 By theſe and. other 
like miſ-adventures, diſcerning 
they could not keep up their 
Family-Devotion by the Gift, 
have Ds It up no way at all, 
but havelet it wholy fink; And 
lince, as thoſe that lzve without 
God in the World, have had no 
oftice of Piety at all in their 
Familiesz Nay have wholy 
quitted the Duty of Prayer, 
as to themſelves in their own 
perſons. 
Sed. 14. Upon the whole 
matter; having for many years 
her weigh'd and: confi» 
der'd the. before-mention'd 
particulars, It ſeemsto me as 
manifeſt- as the Sun at. Noa 
day, That, as the prime Origindl 
cauſe of 'all our miſeries\\antl 


diftraions, war and is themas» 


lice © 


lice and uncharitableneſs of our 
hearts; ſo their immediate 
Cauſe was andis, Onr neglet of 
the publick, Service; and, to 
{peak ina word, Orr diſregard 
of the Common Prayer of the 
Charch. For with the diſlike 
of that. all our Calamities be- 
gan, and we muſt ſure never 
hope to have anend of them, 
nll we lay. afide that diflike, 
and till, as. was and is thegreat 
deſign of it, We in England do 
awake it, next the Bible, owr $0- 
veraign Guide for Worſhip, Pris 


_ wate -as ' well as Publick. A 
"Guide fo ſure, fo ready at 


hand, and fo faithful , + and ſo 
cafie 1n all things tobe under» 
{tood, that by it, people as they 
my; ſo alſo they ought; as oc- 
caſion may be, to admoniſh and 

422 guide 
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guide their Erring guides. For 
it is, I plainly find, bur a 
wretched miſtake in ſome. and 
a baſe ſlander m others ; That 
in the Church of England, many 
Pariſhes areleft to a very fim- 
ple Guide; One many times, 
who rs ſofar from being able to 
guide others, that he cannot, 
or at leaſt does not, tolerably 
guide himſelf. No, no , our 
good Mother the Church of Eng- 
{andis not ſo regardleſs of her 
Children. For fo far is ſhe 
from _—_—_— toany ſuch 
unworthy Guide, that ſhe 
leaves them not, to the guid- 
ance of any ſingle perſon, 
though never ſoableand wor- 
thy, muchleſs toany one, who 
is neither Able nor Worthy, 
But how then? why trvly to 
the 


| 
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' the tried and” throughly- 
weighed guidance of her ſelf 
only in the Liturgie, confirmed 
by theBeſt, and Fulleſt,and Highs 
eſt Power of this Land. And 
let me tell you', Children and 
Neighbours, and I pray mark it 
well; By reaſon of this Ex- 
cellency of it, I verily per- 
ſwade my felf,_ and not for 
any theleaſt real Evil or Un- 
truth, that in it can be noted, 
It is, that it hath incurr d the 
mortal hatred ard diſpleaſure 
of all Sefaries whatſpever5 As' 
well knowing all of them, That 
if this Guide have its due Reve- 
rence, Their weakneſſes and 
wickedneſſes can never, 0 not. 
with the weakeſt, paſs for Truth 
and Piety, as now they do but 


with too many, and thoſe too 
| of 


of the ſoberer ſort. For, 
when once, even the Ableſt 


vance due unto it, They are 
open, I daily ſee, to the moſt 
fooliſh and heinous Impreſſi- 
ons, that are» And Gather, 
Then, as one propkeſied four- 
ſcore years ago, Things of 
principal Excellency ſhall, up- 
onall occaſions, be bitten at 
by men , whom God had en- 
dued with Graces both of 
Wit..and Learning for better 
| NN. 
3 $e&G. 15. I amnot fo fooliſh 
to hope, that theſe or any other 
words. of mine. will be much 
heeded by thoſe, whoſe Eter- 
nal Intereſt ſure does in very 
deed oblige them both to heed 
them, and allo tobe peri! —_ 
y 
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by them. However, having 
undertaken to give an Ac+ 
count. of the Experiments, 
which I have made 1n matters 
of Religion, I plainly ſet down 
my Opinion,with the grounds 
of it, and ſhall proceedto de- 
clare in like manner, W#hat is 
my Pratfice as to Worſhip, bath 
Publick, in the Church; and Pri- 
vate in my Family. 

SeF. 16. Firſt, I ſhall fer 
down the ſeveral. Scriptures, 
whach I drew. together con- 
cerning. Prayer 5 and vu 
which I :gunde- my ſelf in the 
Duties of it, both Publick and 
Private. 1 Thefſ. 5. 17+, Pray: 
without ceaſing. Epheſe 6. 19: 
Preying always with all Prayer 
and Supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all. 
01 perſeve- 
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ſeverance and Supplication 
Fl Saints. Luke 18.1. &c. 
Jeſus ſpake a Parable to this 
end,” that men ought 'alnays to 
ray, ant 'not to ſaint, ſaying, 
Thos wasin 4 bg 4 Jude, Oe 
Luke the 11h. v. 1. &c. The 
Diſciples ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord 
teach us to pray, as John alſo 
#axeht his Diſciples. And he 
ſaid unto them, when ye pray, 
Sey, Our Father, Mat. 21.13. 
My Houſe ' ſhall be called the 
Houſe of Prayer. Mat. 18. v. 19. 
20. If two of you ſhall agree on 
Earth, as touching any thing, 
that they ſhall ask, it ſhall be 
done for them of my Father, 
which is in Heaven. Forwhere 
two. or three are. gathered toge= 
ther in my name, there am I'in 


the midſt of them. Mat. 26«v: 
| 39+ 


| 


39. Jeſus fell on his face and 
prayed, ſayine, O my Father, if 
it be oolfible let this Cup paſs 
from me: nevertheleſs not as I 
will, but as thou wilt, &*c. He 
prayed the third time , ſaying 
the ſame words. 1 Cor. 11.4. 
Every man praying or propheſy- 
ing with his head covered, diſ- 
honoureth his head. Mat. 6. 
V. 6.7. When thou prayeſt, enter 
into thy Cloſet, &c. Uſe not 
vein repetitions. 1 COr. 14. 15. 
T will pray with the SHORE, and 
will prey with the nnderſtund- 
ing alſo. 'Jam. 1. v. 6. Ask int 
Faith,nothing wavering. 1 Cor. 
I4; V. 40. Let every thing be 
done decently in order. 

82G. 17. From the Scrip- 
tures, which command 70 pray 
continually, to watch thereunto 3 


D Pray 
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Pray always, and not faint: As 
alſo from the Parable of the un- 
jus Judge, and importunate 
Widew; 1 caſily convinc't my 
ſelf of the great and weighty 
Concernment of the Duty. 
But beſides, it being manifeſt, 
that there are other Chriſtian 
Offices to be performed, as 
alſo natural Ones, ſuch as are 
to Eat, and Drink, and Sleep, 
ec. 'Tis manifeſt, the Literal 
meaning of the words is not 
antended. Sol refolv'dit rea- 
ſonable, the Text muſt not be 
eyacuated, to mean nothing, 
Andif (o, that the leaſt, which 
could fairly be imagin'd, was, 


daily and conſtant, though in- | 


termitted, returns of Prayer 3 


which, whether they were to | 


be with the frequency, which 
David 
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Devid mentions, when he 
ſays, Seven times a day will I 
praiſe thee; or that other of 
the _ Prophet, At Morning, 
and at Evening, and at Nod» 
day will I pray unto thee 3 muſt 
be determined, not only by 
the Devotion, but by the lea- 
ſure and opportunities of eye- 
ry particular Perſon 3 except» 
ing where the Laws of thoſe, 
who are over us in the Lord, 
have determin'd it to our 
hands. 

Sed. 18. From the InjunCti- 
onto pray 1n the Spirit, com- 
pared with our Saviours teach» 
ing his Diſciples to pray, as 


| Jobntaught his Diſciples, that 


1s, by a Forms as alſo our 84+ 


. viours own Practice, who pray - 


ed ſaying the: ſame words; I 
D 2 learnt, 


learnt, That to _ by a 
Form was very well conſiſtent 
with praying by the Spirit; 
for doubtleſs our Saviour pray- 
ed by the Spirit; And alfo that 
the ſame words may be repea- 
ted (whichis a conſequent: of 
Forms) without uſing vain re- 
petitions. So that all thoſe 
things , Which are talkt con- 
cerning ſtinting the Spirit, are 
empty Bugbears 'to terrific 
weak people; As indeed the 
fathering Extewpore FEffuſons 
«por the Holy Spirit, are in- 
pudent ſalſities , and a lying 

einſt the Holy Ghoſt, Nay 

rther, having ſeriouſly con- 
fider'd of this matter , it ap- 
pear'd tome, That, whatever 
pre would ſay for praying 

y the Gift, It is only praying 
| y 
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by the Gift to him that con- 
ceives them; for to all the 
Company they are Form. For 
who ſees not, that. as much 
tied and (tinted all the hear- 
ers are by the words ſpoken 
Ex tempore, as if they had been 
the words of a Book? And 
therefore ſeeing that in the 
uſe ſuch prayers ceaſe to be 
Gift, and come to be Form, it 
had as good, nay much better, 
be a known Form , which the 
Aſſembly underſlood and could 
g0 along with ; then a new and. 
unknown one, which no body 
can, or perhaps ought to ſay 
Amen to, I ſhall not add, That, 
what 1s uſually called Gift, is 
generally corking more then” 
Confidence, Uſe, and a Fluency" 
of ſpeaking. But had it been, 
| D 3 or 
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:” or were it a miraculous pow- 
er, ſuch as the Gift of tongues 
or miracles, I know no reaſon, 
that people ſhould value them- 
{ſelves or others on that Ac- 
count; thoſe diſpenſations not 
at all implying Sanctifying 
Grace. And our Saviour has 
ſaid, He will not know many of 
them, who have done miracles in 
his name. and in bis name 
caſt out Devils, Farther I 

lery'd, that , ſince our $4+- 
viour has promis'd to the 
1 Aſſembly of — , who 
| ſball agree together as touch- 
ing any thing, which they ſhall 
alk, It fball be done for them 
Certainly a moſt effectual way 
to- ſecure an Intereſt in this 
promiſe, is toagree not only of 
the things tobe deſired, but of 
ne .* 
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the forms and words alſo, in. 


which it ſhould be defired; uns 
leſs we are ſo ſtupid to think, 
that the Spirit is not” ſtinted 
by agreeing upon the matter, 
but 1s ſtinted by agreeing 
' upon the words. Add here- 
unto, Seeing now, (bleſſed 
be God!) Experience has un- 
deceived a preat many, and 
ſufficiently ſatisfied they are of 
what 1s greateſt truth , That 
variety and effuſions before 
others, (whether in Church, 
or Family, or elſewhere) 
thoughto ſick and dying men, 
even then having fleſh and 
. blood about them, as well as 
to others, they may be more 
graceful, yet to onr God not 
more pleaſing , nor for our 
ſelves more effetive are they, 
D 4 then 
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neceſflary in them, and ſuppo- 


_—— like faineſs, fixedneſs, , + 
an 


tervency of devotion un- 
der theſe, as under thoſe 3 
This being ſo and ſo, why do 
we not watch and oblige our 
hearts to greateſt deyoutneſs 
and conſtancy in the beſt form 
of worſhip, that is? -and why 


do wenot deny our ſelves the 


purſuit of that, which we er- 
roneoully call Better, and more 
Graceful, and more to our Mi- 
nifters ſhewing their Reve- 
renceand Reſpect to us; when, 
for want of croſſing our ſelves 
in this one point, we every 
where ſcenot only Peace and 
Charity, but Faith alfo, tobe 
molt ſtrangely decayed and 
undermined? for, how ſhall 
| we 


then Forzrs; having all things - 


we deny our ſelvesinall other 
things, if we will not in this 


- one, always moſt proper, but 


now moſt neceſlary, Obje@ of - 
that great Goſpet-Grace , Selt- 


| denial ? 


Sed. 19. From our Savioxrs 
falling on his Face, and kneel- 
ing in Prayer, and the Apoſites 
direction to men, to have their 
heads uncovered, and to doall 
things decently and in order; 
learn, what were the humble 
poſtures and demeanours due 
to Prayer. And that therefore 
they ſure were furiouſly mad, 
or intolerably profane , who 


. took away Ceremonies , 


thereby decency , from Reli- 
gious Worſhip, and made flo- 
venly rudeneſs, a Conſequent 
of Godlineſs. Nay farther, 

24.1. Ds5 having 


tw.ct 
: of " * 'K - 
= "-; « 
- A 
:£ 
| 35 | 
# 


having ponder'd long, and ſe- 
rioully confider'd —_ mat- 
ter; It appeared to me that 
thoſe, who oppoſed Ceremo- 
ies upon pretenſe of Superſti- 
tion, were themſelves the 
while, very guilty in that par- 
ticular 3 it being the ſame re- 
ſtraint and breach npon Chri- 
ftian Liberty, to oblige ones 
Telf or others not to do an in- 
different” thing , as to be ob- 
ligedby another to do it; but 
only for this, that in the one 
Caſe a man 1s only Sperſt;ti- 
es; inthe other, he 1s Diſobe- 
dient, and Schiſmatical, and 
Super flidious bo boot. Nay fur- 
ther yet , while the diſlenter 
pretends a fear of giving ſcan- 
dal to weak Brethren; that 1s, 
ſach, who diſobey the Laws of 
thole, 
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thoſe, that are over them in 
the Lord, as alſo the Civil Ma- 
giſtratez He gives a real ſcan- 
dal to thoſe that are ſtrong, 
who do their duties, and wal 

orderly. And if his example 


. prevail upon them, muſt an» 


{wer both for their diſabedi- 
ence, and his own. 
8e#. 20. Having upon the 
grounds aforeſaid come to a 
ſettlement of my Opinion in 
the Duties of Religiorr, Ifound 
my ſelf concern'd accordingly 
to guide 229 Pradice. Which, 
in what manner I have done, 
and continue to do, and by 
Gods help , ſhall endeavour 


to doto my lives end, Icome 


now to declare. And this, 
with the ſame freedom and 
plaineſs, that I have uſed in my 
former diſcourſes. Sed. 
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my buſineſs xpor the Lords 
Day and Holzdays, and their 
Eves, as allo on Wedneſdays 
and Fridays, when the Liteny 
is read, if poſſibly I can, to 
come to Church at the begin- 
ing of Divine Service , or ra- 
ther, if Ican, alittle before the 
beginning, that ſo I may pre- 
pare my (ſelf for the great Du- 
ty of Prayer; Calling to 
- mind ſuch ſentences of Scrip- 
ture, as ſeem moſt proper to 
ſtir up-Devotion; ſuch as thoſe 
of the Pfalmiſtz 7 was glad, 
when they ſaid unto me, We will 
go into the Houſe of the Lord, 
T had rather be a Door-Keeper 
in the Houſe of my God, then to 
dwell in the Tents of Ungodli- 
neſi. O how amiable are thy 
dwell- 


SeZF. 21. Andfrſt I makeit- 
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 dwellings,0 Lordof _— and 


the like; as alſo thoſe other, 
which I have before ſet down 
concerning Prayer. When 
the Service begins, having put 
my ſelf into the poſture of 


Prayer, I attend carefully to 


the Miniſter, repeating di- 
ſtintly the Refponſes,and with 
earneſt fervour and aloud ſay- 
tg, Amen, atthecloſe of each 
Collett. Alſo in the Pſalms 
and Hymns, not only lifting 
up my heart in thankful' ac- 


 knowledgments to God for his 


mercies, and concluding - with 
affetionate attribution of Glo- 
ry to Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, but alſo, according ast 
am- commanded, Pſal. 95. #; 
making in this part of worſhip 
a joyful noiſe to him; There, 

| where 


where alternation is in uſe, by 
repeating every other-verſe : 
where not (o, if I have a Book 
before rhe, by readingall along 
with the Miniſter , 7 loud at 
leaſt, as to be heard by thoſe 
next me. If no Book, then 
out of his mouth and my own 
memory, framing, by good at- 
tention, all or moſt of the 
words and ſentences, as he moſt 
leaſurely utters them to the un- 
derſtanding of all the Congre- 
gation, A way, which the 

allo, who are wholy nar aa. 
may , if they wyll, take for 
worthy joyning with the Con- 
_ gregation in this part of the 
worſhip 3 and which ſome ſuch 
are. known to have done ſo 
ſucceſsfully, that, after long 
and much heeding, whenſoever 
they 
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they have heard any verſe 
quoted out of the Pſalter, they 
have been able to ſay, to what 
day of the Month, though not 


to what ?Pſalze, it did and does 
belong. Whenthe Leſlonsare 


- read, hearken withReverence 


and Attention , confidering 
that the Almighty God: of Hea- 
wer and Earth (peaks to me, 
and that not the defcants of 
men talking out of the Pulpit, 
but thts indeed is the Word of 
God, and the Preaching of it 3 
which, if it work not upon 
us, whatever we may think to 
the contrary, molt true it 1$ 
(for our Saviour has faid it); 
We would not be perſwaded, 
though one ſhould riſe from the 
dead. Such value therefore T 
have for this no leſs ancient, 
then 
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then true Preaching, A 15; 
21. Moſes preached, being read 
in the Synagogues every S4b- 
bath day) that F think the Ser- 
vice very compleat , though 
there happen tobe no Sermon. 
But if there be one, Ivery 
gladly attend unto it, not min- 

ing ſo much the {kill or elo- 

uence of the Preacher, as 
the Duties he recommends; 
never taking upon me to judge 
or diſcommend the meaneſt 
performance, not only becauſe 
allſach doing has much of fin 
in it, but allo becauſe ſome 

ood may be gathered from 
' theſlighteſt diſcourſe, that can 
be made. Beſides, I dooften 
charge my ſelf rotake heed of 
that Mother-miſtake , where« 
with ſo many both heretofore 
have 


haye been, and ſtill are, car- 
ried away and abuled ; That 
the great end of going to Church, 
34 to Hear end Learn; Or, That 
That. if. the Righteſt Way and 
Trueft Church, where there is 
ak gr moſt Power ful Preach- 
ing. For whoever they be, 
thus opinionated of, and thus 
affefted to, the under-end of 
Religious Aſſemblies, conſtant 
to the publick Meetings, I 
daily ſee, they will not long 
bez Be the Miniſter of the 
place; never ſo ſound and pow- 
erful in his Preaching and Ca- 
techizings, and in his Life ne- 
ver ſo innocent, blameleſs, and 
motfenſive. But when the 
great Ends, are by people be- 
hevingly and religioutly 
TT on 3 ſuch as, Prayer 
an 
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and Praife,and the chief Sacri- 
fice of Praile, the Communion, 
and keeping up Chriſtian Unity 
and Communion, and hearing 
the Word diſtintly read, as a 
part of Worſhip (there being 
no truer Worſhip and Honour 
to God in this World, then 
from the Heart to acknow- 
ledge and believe that zhe Bible 
#s the Will and Word of the 
Living God) and the like: 
Then, be the Preaching and 
Catechizing never ſo mean, 
yet, for theſe perpetual and 
aever failing Ends, Meet Be- 
hevers will ; and in their meet- 
ings give that Glory to God 
and benefit to their own Souls, 
which in them God hath fo 
mercifully deſigned to Himſelf 
and Them. | 
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SeF.22. Afﬀter the Service 
1s finiſh't, I reverently depart 
out of the Church, and being 
return'd home, employ what 
vacant time TI have, m reading 
my ſelf, and in hearing my Ser- 
vants and Children repeat 
their Catechiſm, and read the 
Scriptures and other good 
Books, eſpecially thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which they heardread 
1 the Church, the Leſſons,and 
Epiſtle and Goſpel for thedayz 
Becauſe more conformfirreare 
they to the mind of God and 
his Church in this part of the 
publick worſhip ( The Leſlons, 
Epiſtle and Goſpel) who in the 
Church do not read them 


. along with the Miniſter, but 


only hear them read, as a part 
of Worſhip; And at home 
only, 


n Dans way 

only, read them their (elves ; 
Always looking out, and pitch- 
ing upon, and being aftected 
with ſome one or other ſpe- 
cial ſentence, for their ſpecial 
pondering all the week after. 
For I donot think the buſineſs 
of the Day diſpatch't | at 
Church, or in two or three 
hours; Becauſe, though the 
Judaical keeping of the gabbath 
be now out-dated,..X et the Rea-. 
ſon of the Service (the dedi- 
cating a part of our time to 
God, who gives us that and all 
things elſe) 1s now of as much 
force, as ever 5 nay now has 
ſtronger Obligation , fora(- 
much as the remembrance of 
the New Creation 1s ſuper- 
added tothe Old; andthe de- 
liverance from the Servitude 


of 


- "I W700 
, > Pe 5s S - 
od y i p <* \ 
n ; by Y 
0 i, 


of the ſpiritual Pharaoh, is 
to be acknowledg'd by us 
Chriſtians, beyond the Reſcue 
from the #gyptian Bondage, 
which the Jews were con- 
cern'd in. 

SeF.23. But if the Lords 
Day or other Feſtival of the 
Church, which requires a more 
ſolemn attendance, happen to 
have alſo the holy Sacrament of 
the Exchariſt adminiſtred upon 
it, I fail not to partake there- 
of 3 and accordingly , By Me- 
ditation and Prager and holy 
Reſolution, and ſuch ſhort Exa- 
mination of my ſelf, as pre- 
ſently I ſhall expreſs, endeavour 
fo prepare my ſelf for the Re- 
ception of it ' conſidering what 
befel thoſe Gueſts, who, being 
invited to the Supper of their 
Lord, - 


Lord, excus 4 themſelves up- 
onthe Aceount of their ſecu- 
lar employments; Remems- 
bring . alſo, what became of 
him, who did come, but wzth- 
out a Wedding Garment; and 
how unreaſonable a thing it is | 
to take care for our daily 
bread, which nouriſhes the 
body , buthave no regard of 
that ry by which our Souls 
are nouriſhed to Eternal Life: 5 
Eſpecially, fince it was the dy- 

precept of our Saviour, 
— as often (which certain- 
[| | poem be at leaſt thrice in 
/ 1e year) as we did it, we 
ſhould do it, in remembrance 
of him. 

Sed. 24. In reference to 
private Devotion , beſides, 
that every night before Bed- 
time 


bf {| [04 
time I pray with my Family, 
part of the Evening Service, 
according to the. Liturgie 5 
(Our mean condition allowing 
vacancy for that, though it do 
not for any ather ſalemn Re- 
turas of Prayer 3) I fingly ad- 
dreſs my felt to ſeek the Face 
of God, after this manner. So 
ſoon asI awake; I lift up my 
heart in ſhort Ejaculations to 
the Divine Gocdneſs, who has 
brought me to the beginning 
'of the day, defiring his bleſſing 
in all the occurrents of it 5 
And having ſlipt on my 
Cloaths, before I go out of 
my Lodging-Cote, I kneel me 
down, and in the hearing of all, 
that are awake (on purpoſe 
that they alſo, when up, may 
not be abaſhedto doſo toozand 
indeed 
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indeed uſe will make them 
conſtant , and think, itis ex- 
pected from them by man as 


well as God) in the hearing, I 


ſay, of all that are awake, I 
pray over the Lords Prayer, the 
ColleFs for the Morning, for the 
Kings Mijeſy or the Royal 
Family, fort Cle 
ple, and for all conditions 0 
men, with the ſhort Coll 
that follows it, and the Gene- 
ral Thankſgiving; Remem- 
bring it tobe a particular duty 
of Chriſtians topray for Kings 
and all in Authority; and unto 
Prayer to add Thankseiving. 
SeF. 25. Having thus, ac- 
ceptedly, I verily believe, 
from a man of my condition, 
bleſs'd and arm'd my ſelf for 
the buſineſs of that Morning 3 
I 


reie and Peo- 
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I ſet forward, with what ſpeed 
Ican, tomy employment, and 
continue at my labours till 
Break-faſt time 3 which taken 
not without ſome ſhort Grace. 
to my ſelf atleaſt, both before 
and after, ere it be Noon, I 
make to my ſelf Jeaſure for 
a ſecond and more large re- 
turn to Prayer, which I uſe 
according to the Liturgy, ad- 
ding: now the Pſalms for the 
Day, which I omitted in the 
Morning. And I the rather 
keep to a ſet Form , not only 
upon the Grounds above pro- 
duced, but alſo, becauſe I have 
found by manifold experience, 
: That, whenlT haveleft my ſelf 
to ſuch Prayers and deſires, as 
I have been able to put forth 
upon the ſudden, I have ſtill 

9 been 
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been apt to be very broken, 
imperfed, looſe and diſorder- 
ly in them 3 and by running 
out into Impertinencies , to 


ſpend more time mmy Offices,: 


then I could well ſpares 
(though upon a juſt Account 
ſhorter, then they ſhouldibe.) 
And yet'to 4 ſet Form: T1 am 
wot ſo; reſolvedly addifed ; as 
not upon emergent Occaſions, 
and when I find my Soul en- 
larged, | to pour it out, as God 
by bis:Grare, enables me. But 
I ſay,ordinarily. and of courſe 
I uſe none but Forms. And 
the Form I uſe is the Liturgie 
of the Chnrch, not only becauſe 
it 1s the beſt, 'for 1ts- matter 
and..compolition , that I can 
find; but thereby to own my 
lelf a member of that Holy 
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Community, and alſo to gain 
the Advantage of joining in 
the fame Prayers , and at the 
very. ſame yme, with many 
thouſands, 'wha »throughout 
the-whole Nation preſent their 
Supplications before the 
Throne (of Grace, 1nthe-ſame 
wort!s with me, asbutnow was 
faid; and at theſametime. For 
though an going over this Ot- 


, fice, Tamall alone, yet by rea- 


(on of ' that Article, The.Com- 
mor! of Saints, Ido ſure 
properly enough ſay eur . and 
eur ," and we and we. 'and vs 
and vs, /1n- allthÞ other Pray- 
ers, as well ak'\1n that Prayer 
ot Prayers The Lords Prayer. 
»1Se1 26: [Jo{cead therefore 
of a-Clotet; at thetime afore- 


ſaid, I repaw-mtoſomeprivate 


E 2 place 
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place in or about my Houſe; 
Or, if I happen to be at work 
in the Field, ſome unfrequent- 
ed Hedg, or Brake, or Copſe; 
And there, either kneeling, or 
ſtanding, or lying down, as I 


may (for I find all theſe po- 


ftures approved in Scripture 
for Prayers and Praiſes) I'be- 
gin my devotion with. one or 
more of the ſentences of Scrip- 
ture at the beginning of the 
Liturgie : And proceeding to 
the Confelhion, which I repeat 
with the greateſt humility 
and moſt affectionate concern- 
ment, that I can; I wholy 
{kip over the Abſolution, as 
not tobe pronounced by meto 
my ſelf or any other, but to 
me and others only by. the 
Prieſt.But for the Lords Pray- 
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er, the Verlicles annext, with 
their Anſwers,andGloria Patrs; 
theſe I look upon asthe moſt 
weighty parts of my tatkz and 
do therefore with the greateſt 
heats, that I canraiſe my heart 
unto, preſent them to my God, 
i the behalf of all others, as 
well as of my ſelf and Family. 
Whereunto when I add the 
Venite and Pſalms for the 
whole day, I do not only read 
them with attentron ſo as to 
underſtand and conſider them 
as I go; but my great care is 
to pray them over, and with 
earneſtneſs of heart to offer 
themup to Heaven in Acts of 
Worſhip 3 or, in one word, to 


' worſhip by them. This done, 


Iproceed to atting my Faith 
upon the Creed, and to pray- 
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ingover the remaining Prayers 
according to the Order of the 
Church, ſave only that I omit | 
the Prayer next before, The ' 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
as rad to be ſaid «park <a 
by a Congregation of two or 
three at the leaſt ; and where 
there are Verlſicles and An- 
iwers, 1, having none to an- 
{wer, make one very ſhort, but. 
very. pithy and effeCtivePrayer | 
of them. All which, unlefsI 
fooliſhly give ny (elf leave to 
trifle and play with-aliene and: 
vain thoughts,isfully difpatcht; 


in, one quarter of an hour, 
which, as it is a conliderable' 
time to a poor Haſbandman, 
ſo: may it well-be madeup by { 
induſtrions Tabonr«n the reſt 
of the day. 

Sed. 
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SedF. 27. And what I thus 
practiſe my ſelf, I alſorecom- 
mend to my Children and Ser- 
vants, remembring, T hat a- 
mong the Reaſons given by 
God tor his Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham, and making him a great 
Nation, This; 1s particulariy 
alligned, That he wonld teach 
his Houſhold to fear the Lord. 
Fo: them therefore I allow 
always onequarter of an hour 
after Break-faſt,charging them 
at that time to get themſelves 
into ſome ' privacy or other, 
and there ſeek the: Face of 
God, as they can, if they can» 
not, as is beſt, And. if thus 
favoured and guided, they do 
nothing in very deedof what 
they are directed to do, them- 
ſelves are in all the fault 
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[ and my bulineſs are free. 
from 1t. 

SeF. 28. And, whereas 
Country people not uſed to 
the power of Godlineſs, are 
aptto be aſham'd to be obſer- 
ved to retire unto, or much 
more to be deprehended in 
their Devotions 3 I have not 
fail'd often to mind them, that 
it is better by far, to endure 
the Lip and Leering of Fools 
for a day or two (which, 
when they have once or twice 
deſpiſed, they ſhall be troubled 
with no more) then the never 
ending ſhame and confuſton, 
which will be the portion of 
the Ungodly in Hell. Andas 
to thoſe, who could not read, 
T have by all means encourag'd 
them to get by heart, either all 

or 
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or as many of the Prayers 
of the Church , which are of 
conſtant uſe. as their memories 
would retain 3 aſſuring them, 
that their Souls are as pretious 
to God, and were redeemed 

as great a price, as the 
Souls of the learned({t Doctors, 
or greateſt Princes 3 and ought 
to be as dear to themſelves ; 
The whole World not being « 
valuable price for- one ſingle 
Soul, 

SeF. 29. Andhere-I cannot 
but with greateſt thankfulneſs 
of heart recount my paſt and 
preſent Condition. For, about 
forty years ago, when I was 
able to: make one at all buſi-: 
neſs, I was adviſed-to keep a- 
Teem, though-my .own poor 
Eſtate. were not: the fourth, 

| E 5 part. 
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part of a/'Drift 5 Yet. this 
courſe being moſt adviſable, 
I undertook it, and was there- 

neceflitated to keep 'Ser- 
vants 3 with whom I dealt. as 
others did; that -.1s, fuffer'd 
them to do even what them- 
{elves liſted, as to what con- 
cern'd their Souls. And then 
feldom or never could I get 
any thing done, except my 
Eye were overthem. And if 
I or my Wife chanced to be 
abroad, at our return we were 
hkely to be welcom'd home 
with the news of ſome 111 ac- 
cident or other from their neg- 
ligence or diſorder. -But after 
that 1t pleaſed God to dire&t 
meinto the way, I am now 1n,' 
of practiſing my ſelf, and en- 
gaging my Houſhold _—_ 
er- 


1s 
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Service of God, I find my own 
much better performed. For, 
if I or my Wite or both of us 
go to a Fair or Market , and 
leave work to do, © we are 
ſure to find it well done, the 
Cattle and little Ones, when 
we had them, and Houſe in as 
good Order, asif neitherof us 
had been from home. And, if 


ſome of them happento loyter 


a little, I can then diſcern them 
to be aſhamed and ſorry for 
their neglect, and more angry 
at themſelves , then I can be 
with them for it. So that in 
many temporal reſpects, I have 
found it moſt true, that Gods». 
lineſs 1s great Gain, and the 
only way to have good Ser- 
vants,, 1s firſt to make them 
good Curiſtians. 

Sed, 


SeF. 30. I have hitherto 
render'd an. Account of my 
daily practice in the Duty of 
Prayer, both as tomy ſelf and 
Family. Beſides this, whilſt I 
am at my work, I ceaſe not by 
ſhort Ejaculations to lift up 
my heart unto God, deſiring 
him to have mercy on me, to 
encreaſe my Faith, to teach me 
tonumber my Days, and the 
like. And the more to engage 
.. my mindtogood thoughts and 
a Converlation in Heaven 
whatſoever bufineſs I am 
about, I recolle&t thoſe Re- 
flections, which the Spirit of 
Godinthe Holy Scripture hath 
made upon that particular 
work and bufineſs. If I am 
Plowing; I call to mind the 
gentle Curſe laid upon Adarr, 


of 
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f eating Bread in the ſweat of 

is Brows > The Parable of 
the Sower, and the Kingdom 
of Heaven compared to a 
Field; The command of the 
Prophet, to break up the fallow 
ground of the heart , and not to 
ſow among Thorns, and the like. 
When I am with my Cattel, 
I remember that ſaying of the 
Prophet, The Oxe knoweth his 
Owner, and the Afi, his Maſters 
Crib ; that of David', Be not 
like to Horſe and Mule, whioh 
have ns underſtanding; That 
of our Saviour, 7 am the good 
Sheepherd, and the like. And 
mdeed , it ſo. falls out; that 
there 15 no one part of the 
Huſbandmans Employment, 
which is not ſome way or other 
own'd in the Holy CO 5 

d) 
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As if it had been the purpoſe 
of Almighty God, to encou- 
rage that deſpiſed and labo- 
xjous Calling , by cxpreſling 
the great myſteries of Godli- 
neſs, in Parables and Simili- 
tudes taken thence :. Our Sa- 
viour himlelt not diſdaining to 
be call'd a $heepherd, and God 
the Father, a Husbandman. 

Sed. 31. All this, eſpecially 
upon Sundays and Communion 
days, that I and all my Family, 
may the'more acceptedly and 
ſucceſsfully perform, I lay the 
greateſt charge I can upon my 
ſelf and them, for theſe two 
things Firſt, That in none of 
our Worſhip, Publick or Pri- 
yate , we be wanting to our 
ſelves for railing our inward 


Worlhip., by obliging our 


ſclyes 
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ſelves to greateſt care and 
continual practice of the ont- 
ward, 1n proſtration of Body, 
in bended knees, inhandsand 
eyes lifted up to. Heaven, in 
{ighs and groans, in tying our 
ſelves,lometimes atleaſt, toſay 
the very words” of all: the 
Prayers and Praiſes, 'after the 
mouth of the - Company, and 
other hike outward, both ad- 
vantages and indications of in- 
ward Devotion; As well 
knowing that-a- great number 
of Scriptures, belidesthoſe be- 
fore, many by way of Exam- 
ple,and not a-few alſo by way 
of Rule, docall to us forthis 
Prudence : Nothing. being 
more neceflary to be averted 
jnreligious Othces, than their 
degenerating,fur want of theſe 
Enliven- 
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Enlivenings, into heartleſs 
diſpirited ' Recitations, or, 
mere Lip-labours: Or, which 
is much worſe, into being at 
Church, but not being at 
Prayers. Beſides, plentiful ex- 
perience hath given this in for 
a moſt certain Truth, that; 
though ſometimes. there may 
be outward Devotion, when 
there1sno inward, yetnever is 
there inward Devotion with- 
out ſome part or other of the 
ontward. Secondly , That; 
every Sunday-morning, eſpe- 
cially if it be a Communiten 
day, we donotany of usly rhe 
longer in bed, becauſe it is 
Holy-day, but rather go to bed 
a little the ſooner onthe over- 
night , on purpoſe that being 
gotten. up a. little the- earlier 
that. 
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that Morning, and having dif- 
patcht all our works of ne- 
ceſlity and Common Honeſty, 
we may every one of us get 
himfelf or herſelf into ſome 
Privacy before Prayer time 3 
And there having by Faith ſet 
our ſelves as in the preſence of 
God, eyery one todoas I do 3 
that is, Firſt I offer up unto 
God the Lords Prayer, at the 


end of every Petition think- 
ing of my ſelf chiefly , if not 
only; Then, the Prayer be- 
fore the Commandements, 
changing only , the thought of 
our hearts, into, the thoughts of 
My heart; and, that we may 
perfeFly love thee, into, that T. 
may perfen's fetly love thee : And 
this done, I do moſt humbly 
rchearſe every Comma | 
ment ; | 
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ment 3 and aftcr the rehear- 
ſal, ſay, Lord have merry upon 
me, 1n reſpect of my violations 
of . this firſt, ſecond, third, 
&c. Commandment, whatſo- 
ever they are or have been 
And for the time to come, in- 
cline my heart to keep this 
firſt, ſecond, third, &c. Com» 
mandment, in the full extent 
and true meaning thereof ; Bey 
thiaking my ſelf, and calling to 
mind, andin words uttering, as 


I can, my lateſt breaches of 


every Commandment 3 And 
after all; Lord have mercy apon 
me,” and write all theſe thy 
Laws in my heart, Lord T be- 
ſeech thee. Then, one of the 
Prayers. for the King 3 And 
after, I do the beſt I can, to 
att my Faith upon the Nicene 
Creed, 
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Creed, by a' moſt ſteady and 
believing rehearſal of it, thus; 
T believe in one God --=- And in 
one. Lord Jeſus ---- And T be- 
lieve in the Holy ---- And T be- 
liewe one Catholick and--- Con- 
cluding with this Scripture 
Ejaculation 5 T believe, Lord 
help my nnbelief5 And give un» 
to 18" T-beſcech thee', 0” Lord, 
That I may in very deed: believe 
in Gotl the Father, as the maker 
of me. and all the Worl4; Tn 
God- the Sor. as the Recleemer 
of me” td. all \Munkind'; and 
in'Gdd the' Holy Ghoſt, as the 


fanitlifier of me and of all the 


Flei} peophe of God 5 And that 
I may know Chriſt Jeſus, and 
the Power of his Reſarrettion; 
and the fellowſbip of his $ufſer- 
ings, being made conformable 
unto 
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unto his Death, that I 1:19 at- 
tain unto the ReſurreJion of the 
dead, Amen. And theſe things 
done (inabout half a quarter 
of an hour) I make no doubt 
at all but this is real examining 
and athng my Faith and Re- 
pentancez Sure I am, as much 
as the buſte life of Country 
people , ordinarily and for 
conſtancy can attainunto, Af- 
ter this, we all betake our ſelves 
together to the Church , fo as 
tobe ſure to be there ſome lit- 
tle time before the beginning, 
as before I have noted 3 not 
any being ſuffer'd to ſtay be- 
hind, unleſs one perhaps, to 
-look to the houſe and keep 
the pot boiling; as heretofore 
to look to the little ones3 And 


this (to note this alſo- by the | 


way) 
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way) uponthis conſideration 3 
Becauſe, whilſt very Infants, 
I have ever thought it beſt, 
they ſhould be kept at home ; 
And that, becauſe, the Chil- 
dren and little ones, that are 
invited to praiſe the Lord, are 
not mere Infants, I conceive, 
but ſuch Children, as thoſe in 
St. Matthew, who the Text 
plainly faith, cryed in the 
Temple, ſaying,' Holanna ?o 
the Son of David. Mat. 21. 
V. I5. 7 
SeF. 32. Having given this 
Account of my Duty to Gods 
I am next toſpeak of that great 
remaining part, which concerns 
my Neighbour; Whether he 
be my Superiour, the Prince 
and Magiſtrate; Or Equal, 
my friend and fellow os 
n 
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And-concerning the former I 
was guided by theſe and the 
like Scxipturesz, My Sor, ſear 
thou the Lord and the King, and 
medale- not with there that are 
given to change : for their de- 
« ſiruTzon ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and 
who knoweth the ruine of them 
both © Prov. 24. V, 21, 22. 
Cyrſe not the King, nonat in thy 
thought. ' Eecles. 10. 20. Fear 
God, Honour the King, The 
Kive, as Supreme' and Gover- 
ours, as thoſe that are ſent by 
him. Pet. 2. 17. 13s 14. 
Te 4ſt; needs! be ſubjeF, nat 
only yfori wrath , but- alſo for 
Conſczence ſake; Rom» 13. v. 
5+. 'They#/it reſiſt, ſhallreceive 
to: tbetufelves damnation. 'V. 2c 
And when I conſider how ma- 
ny miſguided Souls, have not 
only 
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only been engaged in open 
Rebellion againſt the Lords 
Anointed, ſpilt the blood of 
others and their ownin that 
unhappy quarrel 3 but conti- 
nuetothis day juſtifying them- 
ſelvesin every thing they did 3 
As I am 'aſtoniſht at ſodeſpe- 
rate perverſeneſs;''I alſo find 
my- ſelf oblig'd- to lift up my 
heart with all thankfulnets to 
God, who has withheld me 
from being led'iinto this temp- 
tation 5 and throughout: the 
late - troubles; » kept ms back 
not \ only from hfting vp my 
hand againſt the late King, but 
from owning or-abetting that 
fide and party, even when it 
flouriſht' moſt, and ſeem'd at 
once to be both great Godli- 
neſs and great Gain. | 
7 Sed. 
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nour towards my fellow-Sub- 
jets, the wg which 
guide me, are ſuch as theſe ; 
Seek, Peace arid enſue it. Plal. 
34- 13. If it is poſſible, as nuch 
4s in you lieth, live peaceabl 
with all wen. Rom. -12. 10. 
Net rendring Evil for Evil , or 
railing for railing; but contra- 
riwiſe bleſſing, knowing that ye 
are thereuntg called, that ye 
ſbould inherit bleſſeng. 1 Pet. 
3.9. Owe no man any thine, 
but tolove one another. Rom. 
13. 8. Withbold not good from 
them to whom it is due, when it 
rs in the power of thine hand to 
do it. Prov. 3. 27. Whatſoever 
ye would, that men ſhould do 
unto you, do ye even fo tothem: 
for this is the Law and the Pro- 
phets, 


SeF. 33. As tomy .demea-| p 
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phets. Mat. 7. 12. Se apart thy 
Tythes with gladneſs. will o F 
mari rob: God & = ye have 
robbed me. re ay ph 
have we robbedther In Tithe 
and Offerings.” 'Mal:'g.'8; Fo 
mo oven defraud or over-reach 
” Brother many matter , be- 
ufe #hat #þ6 Lori 71 the Avon 
y a1)9ach! - 3 The(E/ 4.6: 
allaviceY bf deceit ; IH Abowi- 
ration tothe Lord. 'Prov.1r: 
Is Le everj man wherein the is 
calletl; tharein abide "with God. 
1'Cor. 7. bo. - "Rind not high 
thines, wo rr with Jos y of 
low om. 12.26. Tho 


ſhalt tot go about a Tale-bearexr. 

Levit. 19. 16. Nor buſy-body is 

ot Bo "omen matters. 1/Per. 4. 
15] Oe, 

$eF. 34. The Goſpel _ 

F calle 
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called the Goſpel of Peace, 
and our Saviour, as the Prince 
thereof, making his firſt pra» 
clamation by the mouth of the 
heavenly Hoſt, That he was 
come tobring Peace to Earth, 
and good wHl towards men 
his life and precepts ſtill in» 
culcating that Duty z and his 
dying Legacie being ſtill the 
ſame Jargeſls of Peace; I 
fully convinc't my ſelf of the 
importance of that Duty, be- 
Hheving it a fad exchange, 
which now adays men make 
with ſuch induſtry, who loſe 
the certain poſſeſſion of Unity 
and Peace, upon the expetta- 
tion and pretence of truth- 
Charity may indeed cover. a 
multitude of fins 3 But the 
knowing the Maſters will, 


without | 


without a faithful doing of 
it, will only occaſion the in- 
flition of more , and more 
heavy ſtripes. And in the 
Apoltles compariſon , know- 
ledge puſfeth up, but Charity 
edifies, that is, buildeth up : 
The Encreaſe of the one be- 
ing to ſickneſs; of the other, 
to {trength and uſe. Almighty 
God is himſelf one; has gi- 
venus one Mediatour between 
himſelf and men, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus. There is likewiſe 
but one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one Common Hope 3 . and all 
Chriſtians he has made one 
by the neereſt tic of Unity, 
to be members of- the ſame 
body , under Jeſus Chriſt the 
Head. And certainly we have 
little value for our profeſſion, 

F 2 little 
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little ſenſe of our Saviours ho- 
nour, of of our own'duty and 
concern, tf we make a fupture 
here, and break through all 
thoſe bonds of Unity, prefer- 
ing a party beyond the whole, 
and the Being of Paxl, Apollor, 
or Cephar, rather then of 
Chriſt. 02 31 

8eF. 35. Nextunto Charity 
[ eſteem Juſtfce, whichis Duty 
ſofacred, that my Alms is rob- 
bery Wwithobt '1t5 The beft 
ations 'which are founded 1h 
injuty, being but ſach ſecrift- 
ces, agwere offered in Thpher, 
where murder was the Ob- 
lation. 

SeF. 236. A moſt common, 
but yet certain kind of 'Inju- 
ſtice, is the non-payment of 
Debts; A Theft, which has 

| gene- 


of (Worhdip's PHE ror 
generally: | thts: aggravation; 
that breach of Farth' and pro» 
miſe 18 annext to1it. Fthereforo 
rather want, then borrow any 
thing, which I am not certainly 
enabled. to pay 3- And .doray - 
ther undergo any meonvent+ 
ence, then tuil of being pun- 
Ctual -to . my | Engagements, 
whetYer: they-be the ftanding 
ones, of Rentunto my Land- 
lord, and payment of :Com- 
mon rates; oracctdental ones, 
of payments at. day upar 
chafter or bargaining, or other 
Obligation by: Bond or Spe- 
cialty z And to this end am 
very fparing in undertaking 
any thing in reference to. the 
future, as not knowing what 
a day may bring forth. 
Sea. 37. Among my Debts 


F3 k 
l 
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I reckon that moſt incumbent 
duty of doing all the good I 
canto all perſons, with whom 
I have to do; eſteeming it a 
great unkindneſs to my ſelf as 
well as to my Neighbour, to 
forfeit the benefit and advan- 
tage of doing a good turn; 
but a plain injuſtice towards 
God who has made us Stew- 
ards and Difpenſers of his 
good things; and will puniſh 
the laying up our Talent in 
the Napkin, as if we had laviſht 
it away inriotand exceſs. 
ScF. 38. The ſhort and 
ſtanding Rule both of Juſtice 
and Charity, I take to be the 
doing to others, whatſocyer 
we would have done to our 
ſelves: Then which nothing 
ean be more equal, and nothing 
more 
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more applicable upon all emer- 
gent Accidents 3 every the 
meaneſt Capacity knowing its 
own defires and expeCtations, 
and thereby alſo its. own Duty; 
for inſtance, if [ in my extre- 
mity wouldnot be deſtituted, 
let me ſee, I never turn my 
face from any poor man: If I 
deſire my {elf to be plainly 
and Chriſtianly told of my mt- 
ſtakes and nniſadventures, let 
me be ſotrueto the Fame and 
Reformation of my Neigh- 
bour, as not totell others, but 
the offenders themſelves only 
of their faults and failings: 
If Tam not well pleaſed to be 
born down with loudneſs, im- 
pudence and confidence, let 
me never go about to baffle, 
amaze and {tunany body elſe. IF 
F 4 [ 
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[am grievcdto'[be niade ſtory | 


and town-talk', let me:dono» 
thing towards making any man 
elfeio, &c. | * 

We. 39. 'Fhe payment of 
Tythesſeems,' know ,! genes 
rally 'a great burthen, ' but I 
eſteem 1t a great priviledge. 
It was'the Villany of Cain to 
ofter unto 'Gad,! theworſt of 


hisEncreaſe;:but he;muſt be a 
{ſtrange wretch, who' grudges 


the offering even 'of Thar. 
Upun teading of the Scripture 
I ealy dr1cern, tharthe Jews 
intherwfirſt and} fecond T'yrh+ 
ings, their fr{t Fruits, their Ca» 
{ual | expiations for legal im- 
pnrities::(not to reckon their 
ſi offerings and free Oblations 
and:Vows; as alſo the Cities 
' With'their Territories belongs 


ing 
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tendants upon the Altar) made 
a far more liberal diſpoſal of 
their goods for Gods Service, 
then is now expected from us 
Chriſtians. And yet the Apo- 
{tle ſays that under the Evan- 
pgelical Diſpenſation, as well as 
the Jewiſh; They that wait at 
the Altar, were to hve of the 
Altar. And , however - we 
think the meane(ſt, moſt ſordid 
pittance enough for them, _ 
reſolves them Wenn of 

only of {ingle, but double bs 
nour. In ſhort, ſeeing God 
prves me all, and requires a 
tenth, it muſt be a great bafe- 
neſs in mc to.refuſe hym that. 
The mere mumficence of Be- 
nefactors gave them to God 


and his: Church; The Law of 
F 5 the 
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the Land has made them the 
Inheritance of the Church; 
No man ever purchaſed the 
Propriety3 No man pays rent 
for that, with his other nine 
parts3 ſo that I muſt be inju- 
rious to: God-and Man, and 
therewith to my own Soul, ſo 
far as theft and ſacrilege can 
make me, if I withhold my 
Tythes. 
SeF. 40. In making bargains 
I avoid all Art and Subtlety ; 
neither diſcommend what I 
would buy , nor praiſe whatTI 
would ſell; much leſs tell lies, 
or, what 1s the worſt of rot- 
beries, uſing falſe weights or 
meaſures, moſt juſtly ſtiled an 
Abomination to God. 
Sef. 41. My vocation being 
Huſbandry, I wholy apply my 
| e 


_-_ 


an oa ac a = 


- »- 5 OY b. . v p Tr. a> k; . " . v5 F ; wv . & n 
: > "24 Te . 
- =” © : LA 


ſelf toit 3 knowing well, that, 
ſinceI am noStateſman,it-1snot 
for me to trouble my head with 
State-affairs, or pick quarrels 
with my Superiours, whom 
Chriſtianity commands me to 
obey and pray for. And fince I 
am no Divine, I may not take 
upon me to determine of, 
Queſtions in Religion, or to 
controul the Miniſter, who is 
over mein the Lord. 

SeF.42. Being Maſter of 
my own Family only, I may 
not meddle with the tranſaCti- 
ons 12 my Neighbours; | but 
mult make a great Accountat 
the Day of Judgment, for my 
ſelf and thoſe depending on 
me3 and therefore need not 
clog my ſelf with other uncon- 
ceraing Reckonings. In my 
OWn 
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Oowti Family indeed I am bold 
toffee, that all live according 
totheir Condition 3 not ſuffer- 
ing my Sons to be dreſst-up 
with Ribbands and Baubles, 
fitter for my Fore-Horſe, then 
them 3 -nor my Daughters to 
be Hooded in Black-bags, or 
. Iprue'd up with Scarfs and La- 
es, as #' they were notto (bN 
ther Butter and Cheeſe ©, brit 
themſelves at the! Market, 1 
know well that they, whoare 
ſollictous for their out-ſide; 
have generally very hittle care 
for their better part withiir3 
and it 1s moſt certain that, the 
next thing to Vanity, is Vice 3 
Extravagance in one kind-mul- 
tiplying- 1t- ſelf to others, and 
ending at the laſt in” the moſt 
open' irregularities. Nor 1s 
1:4" 4 It 
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it a wonder, 10 many Farmers 
now adaies{hould break, and 
throw up their bargains , ſince 
there are fo few;' who live as 
Farmers ſhould do, with in- 
duftry and thrift; 

Se. 43. And whilſt I ad- 
here. to my calling, without 
depatrting'from'it, and avoid 
the dryerſions' of medimg mn 
the vocations. or Concerts of 
others; Talfo decline, as much 
as honeſtly I may, theſe more 
legal Avocations of being em- 
ploy'd'- as* a Pariſh-Otficer; 
a Conſtable!, .''Fything-manz 
Church-Warden, and the like. 
Where, befides the [trouble 
and expence of the-Employ- 
ment, there is wpreat hazard of 
diſpleafing my Neighbours, 
anda greater-of offending Al- 
mighty 
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mighty Gad, for inthem I muſt 
take a Corporal Oath to pre- 
ſent all miſdemeanours and 
offences, that. come to my 
knowledge 3 who keep diſor- 
ders in their Houſes; who 
frequent ſuch placesz3 who ab- 
ſent themſelves from Divine 
Service; and ina time, when 
there are ſo many Papiſts, ſo 
many Faniticks, Atheiſts and 
Drunkards in every Town- 
ſhip and Pariſh, it is:mpoſliible 
with any pretence to truth or 
common honeſty, to bring in 
the uſual return, that all vhmgs 
are well and in good Order. 
Not many years lince, I was 
choſen Church-Warden, and 
ſeeing that there was no re- 
medy, but ſerve I muſt (it be- 
ing juſt I ſhould bear my ſhare 
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I did, was to declare openly, 
that, I would returnall perſons 
without favour or connivence, 
according to my Articles. Nor 
was I worſe then my word 3 
prelenting the rich as well as 
the poor, the Popiſh and pro- 
fanc as well as Fanatick Re- 
cuſant : And was for my pains 
rail' dat asa bulie, ſtrait-lac'd, 
Hypocritical -Rogue, an Un- 
neighbourly, troubleſome fel- 
low, with agreat deal of the 
like 111 Language. But not- 
withſtanding, I live, I thank 
God, ſtill, and am as well 
thought on in the Pariſh, as 
thoſe, who for quietnelſs fake, 
forſwore themſelves, and 
choſe rather to partake of 
other men (ins, then of 
their 
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of burthens)z The firſt thing. 
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their diſpleaſure or ill 
will. 

SeF. 44. But with much 
more willingneſs I undertook 
the Office of Overſeer of the 
Poor, and the conſtant trouble 
which went with it 3 conſider- 
ing that, ſince by reaſon of my 
low - condition , T had little 
means of being charitable and 
contributing to' the rehef of 
thoſe, that were in diſtreſs; I 
had the greater Obligation, 
not to be ſparing of my care 
and pains in their behalf." And 
one particular way, wherem T 
did betriendthem, was, to pay 
the ſeveral allowances pun- 
ctually atthe weeks end; for 
I obſerv'd that 'diſappoittment 
of a day or two was a great 
oppreſſion to them , who had 
only 
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only from hand romoenth, 'and 
who muſt either beg orſteal;: 
if they happen'd not to have 
their rehef at the time, when 
it was due and thefeforel ra- 
ther wanted moriey my felf; or 
borrow'd'it for them, then ſee 
them lack. And, when I con- 
ſider that the proceeding ofthe 
day of Judgment is deſcribed 
by our Saviour, as depending 
npon the having fed the hun- 
gry, cloath'd thenaked , and 
vifited the ſick and otherwiſe 
diſtreſs'd 3 Tearnnot but reſolve 
1t of exceeding great mpor- 
tance, to be enabled: to make 
a plea to 'the performance 
of theſe Duties: The ha- 
vmg -not- done them to our 
Neighbour; being by our 
Loyd exprefly 1aid, The 
(4 Refuſal 
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| Refuſal of them unto him 
himſelf. 

SeF, 45. Though hitherto I 
have in many words given an 
Account of my own Actians 
and Concernments, which may 
juſtly lay me open to the 
charge of Impertinence and 
Folly (The ſpeaking of ones 


ſelf being. generally an effect of 
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want of Wit:) Yet, if [find 
any good done by this At- 
tempt, F have ſome other 
things to offer to my; Genera- 
tion, About hearing: of Ser- 
mons , About Interceſlions, 
Faſtings, and Thankſpivings, 
About ſeeking God upon ſpe- 
cial Occaſion 3 concerning the 
uſe I make of the publick Mir 
niſtry in my Sickneſſes, and 
ſuch like, FbrI maſt willingly 
profeſs, 
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profeſs, I am a Fool;- and, if *' 
I ſee cauſe,will yet further be a 
Fool, for Chriſt his ſake, and 
for the good of his hittle 
Ones. And thinkmg it rea- 
ſonable that the diſcourfings of 
anuntearned man, ſhould have 
the ſame effect among thoſe of 
the ſame Leyel, as the reaſon- 
ings of great Clerks among 
Scholars 3 and hoping that 
God, who magnifies his 
ſtrength in weakneſs, may 
give a blefling to my (lender 
endeavour 3 I cannot repentof 
the trouble I have given my 
ſelf in this Adventure, till I 
ſhall diſcern it utterly unuſetul 
to Plain Country men, ſuch as 
I am, and for whom, if not 
only, yet chiefly, it was de> 
figned, In the mean time, I 

hope 
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hoper Almighty. God will ac- 
cept the Will for the Deed; 


and forgive the failing not on- 


ly of this writing, but of my 
whole Life too, The which 
Prayer L have reaſon'with the 
greater fervency tomake, be- 
ing now drawing towards my 
long hame . and (ſpeedily. to 
render an: Acconnt:of: what- 
ever has been done or omitted 
by me, fince I came into the 
World. At which great Day, 
it will not be enquired how 
Rich, or haw Honourable, but 
how Religious and Honeſt, I 
have been; nor ſo much how 
Prudentially, as how Piouſly, 
Juſtly, and Soberly I have 
lived. God grant, Imay then 


.appear faithful in the Huſban- . | 


'Ury of that Talent, which 
hath 
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hath been committed to my” * 
Truſt 3 That, though Iam an ' 
unprofitable Servant, yet my 


| defects being ſupplied by the - 


merits of my Saviour , and 
mercies of my Judg, I may 
be ſet at the right hand 
with the Innocent, though 
ſimple and unwary Sheep, 
and admitted into the Joy of 
my Lord, &>c. 


